
Rev 3/16/2021 

First United Methodist Church 

Facility Use During COVID-19 

 

The First United Methodist Church is currently under restricted use due to the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Facility 

use and special requirements are dictated by, not only the State and Local authorities, but also by the Mountain 

Sky United Methodist Conference (Our Immediate Parent Body). It is our hope that we can respect and protect 

each other in this uncertain time. Where we need to be mindful of the Conference requirements, we must also 

choose our path forward with the understanding of the status of our community regarding Coronavirus and the 

recommendations of the CDC and local authorities.  

 

As such, if you are given permission to use this facility, the following guidelines are required for each person 

attending: 

 

Staff/Leader/Facilitator: 

 

1. Staff/Leader/Facilitator of the group should ensure that those attending attest to the fact that they are not 

sick with COVID-19 symptoms or have been around those who have tested positive for the COVID-19 

virus.  

2. Ensures that attendees follow the Personal Protection requirements. 

 

Personal Protection: 

 

1. That persons will be separated by at least a six-foot distance. 

2. That all persons are expected to wear a mask when within six foot distance of another person.   

3. That persons who request a mask will be provided a mask. 

4. That touching others (handshakes, hugs, etc.) does not take place. 

5. That individuals be diligent to wash hands. 

6. Food or drink will not be served if a six-foot distance cannot be maintained between individuals.  

Currently food can be consumed in the Fellowship hall for up to sixteen people. To minimize touch 

points please have an individual(s) serve those in attendance. When standing in food lines the mask rule 

applies.  

 

Facility Protection: 

 

1. That the staff/leader/facilitator will ensure that areas are sanitized after events to include, but not limited 

to, sanitization of door handles, tabletops, chairs and other high touch areas.  Note: deep cleaning and 

sanitization of rest room facilities is conducted each Friday.  

 

Your continued use of this facility is dependent on your actions regarding the above. 

 

First United Methodist Church’s Health and Safety Team, 

 

Don Winkelmann, Barbie Flack, Billy Taylor, Butch Bennett, Diane Hall, Rev. Jim Barth 



First United Methodist Church 

Worship Plan Update 

March 19, 2021 

Greetings in Christ, 

 

The Health and Safety Team continues their hard work to ensure that we will be in a safe environment as we 

move forward in navigating COVID-19. We will continue to offer three ways to worship on Sunday morning, 

through YouTube, Zoom, and in-person. The nursery will be offered during worship beginning Easter Sunday, 

April 4th.  More details about this below. The Health and Safety Team will modify the following guidelines with 

guidance from our Conference and local health officials. These guidelines are inviting us to observe safe 

practices for our well-being and the well-being of those around us. 

 

FYI: Sheridan Public Heath has transitioned to level 2 for the distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine. This 

means that anyone, 18 years of age and older, is able to schedule an appointment.  

 

Entering and exiting the church: As you enter and exit the church and sanctuary, you will wear a mask. 

Please enter through the main glass entry located by the parking lot. When the service concludes, we will exit 

through the main doors and the rear of the sanctuary. If you do not have a mask, the Church will provide one at 

the entry door.  

 

Seating: Ushers will be directing the seating, and we ask that you please follow their direction. Pews are 

marked for seating allowance on both the main floor and balcony following the six-foot CDC guideline. The 

seating arrangement will accommodate single and multiple/family worshipers. 

 

Singing and Reciting (Prayer and Liturgy): If you wish to participate by singing and reciting the liturgy, you 

will keep your mask on, covering the nose and mouth. The Bells have been practicing, and we hope to have the 

joy of their music from time to time. You will notice that all materials (Bibles, Song Books, Paper materials) are 

removed from the pews. You may check out a hymnal to use during the service if you wish to do so. Please 

bring your own Bible if you use one during the service. 

 

Communion: On Communion Sundays, as you enter the sanctuary, ushers will provide you a communion cup 

with both wafer and juice together. An Usher will provide those requiring a gluten-free wafer in an individual 

container. As you depart the service, we ask that you dispose of your communion containers in baskets by the 

exit doors.  

 

Gifts and Offerings: There will be no in-pew plate collection. However, collection plates are at both doors, and 

you can leave your offering as you enter or exit.  

 

Prayer requests: These will continue to be communicated through text messaging to the Pastor for the prayer 

time. 

 

Nursery: Beginning April 4th, the nursery will be available during the worship service. The adult helpers will 

be wearing masks; however, it will be at the parent(s)/guardian(s) discretion if the child(ren) needs to be 

masked. Children are encouraged to remain in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the children’s time. Then 

parent/guardian can accompany the child(ren) to the nursery. Children are not required to go to the nursery, it 

can be utilized at the parent(s)/guardian(s) preference. 

 

Fellowship: At this time, we will not have fellowship after the worship service. We will revisit this decision at 

our next meeting. 

 



Facility Use: If you are planning to use the facility please refer to the updated building use guidelines. 

Finally, and as much as many of us want to, please avoid physical contact with others. A hug from a distance, 

an elbow knock, a wave will help you communicate your love to others. We are grateful for your patience, 

cooperation, and consideration of others throughout this process. The Health and Safety Team’s next meeting is 

April 13. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Health and Safety Team 

 

Don Winkelmann, Barbie Flack, Billy Taylor, Diane Hall, Butch Bennett, Rev. Jim Barth 




